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NASA Selects MFS
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A September decision by the Federal Communi-
cations Commission (FCC) will spur the growth of
the handful of small companies that provide LAN
links to big business and government agencies.
Corporate LAN users such as Ping Li are the
beneficiaries. Licould have done the conventional
thing when he hooked up the local area networks
between the old and new headquarters bulldings
of the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration (NASA) in Washington D.C. He could have
called C&P Telephone, the local Bell company.
But LI, the acting branch chief for ADP user
services at NASA called in MFS Datanet (Oakbrook
Terrace, lll.), a small company that competes in
the local access market. Because they offer all
fiber networks, the competitive access companies
offer LAN users features and cost savings that the
Bell companies cannot.
MFS Datanet is the largest competitive access

provider with fiber networks running 1,000 route
miles in 14 matropolitan areas.
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The National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion went shopping last spring for a high-quality
telecommunications system at its new headquar-
ters in Washington, D.C.

NASA needed a high-speed, fiber-optic system
to connect its main computer with other terminals
in its local network, and it needed the system in
place by the beginning of May.

But the agency didn't pick Cheaspeak & Potomac
Telephone Co. of the District of Columbia.

Instead, it chose Metropolitan Fiber Systems
Inc., one of the leaders in a fast-growing industry
of "alternative access” suppliers of telephone
service.

Another MFS customer, in Northern Virginia, is
the regional office of an international service
company where telecommunications mean every-
thing becausa it does a huge volume of business
over its telephone lines.

The company selected MFS instead of C8P as
its primary provider of local-access telecommuni-
cations services.

uSome people want to know why we use an
alternative access vendor,” sald acompany officlal.
“tp' survivabllity, reliabllity and performance, and
It keeps the other guy honest.”

The “other guy" is C&P of Virginia and its

parent, Bell Atlantic Corp., one of seven "Baby

Bells,” which are facing compatition where thay

once least suspected it—iocal telephone sarvice.

The challenge is led by MFS, a Chicago-area
company that leaped into the Northern Virginia-

D.C. market a year ago by purchasing Institutional
Communications Co.
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